Living and dying in the Jewish way: secular rights and religious duties.
This article compares and contrasts the modern American secular emphasis on individual rights and autonomous decision making in the "right to die" context with the traditional emphasis on obligation to others and to God found in Orthodox Judaism. The approach of Conservative and Reform Judaism to decision-making about life-sustaining medical treatments also is explicated and used as the basis for posing a variety of questions regarding the proper balance and relative influence of religious and secular values for modern American Jews in grappling with the difficult ethical dilemmas posed by "right to die" scenarios.